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invited the young men to come and drink with them,
boasted of the advantages of a soldier's profession,
made them drunk, and forced them to accept a small
sum of money, which was the earnest money of the
bargain; from the moment that a man had accepted the
king's money he was enrolled and could not withdraw.

The soldiers led a miserable life; they were badly
lodged, badly fed and badly treated. The officers al-
ways carried a cane in order to be able to strike a
soldier during the drill; a good, sound beating was
the usual punishment. The soldier did not receive
sufficient pay to support himself and his family; it was
necessary for him to have some supplementary business
in the town, such as laborer, street porter or messen-
ger. There was, besides, no hope of advancement, for
the officers were nobles or wealthy bourgeois; the only
prospect for an old or an infirm soldier was to beg
for his daily bread; the government gave no retiring
pension. The construction of the Invalides was re-
garded as an act of generosity on the part of Louis
XIV.

With such a system many soldiers were tempted to
desert. In Prussia, surveillance and severe punishment
were necessary in order to keep them. As soon as a de-
sertion was noted a cannon was fired, and guards met
to go in pursuit. If the deserter was taken he was made
to pass between two lines of soldiers, each one armed
with a stick, with which they gave him a blow as lie
passed; the blood flowed in streams and the skin fell
in strips; at the third offence the deserter was hung.
This profession was in little demand; the army found
its recruits chiefly among vagabonds; it was a disgrace